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Dear SABA-DC Members and Friends,

Thank you for joining us for the SABA-DC 13th Annual Public Interest Benefit Gala, which we are so fortunate to be holding in-person!

At the beginning of the year, I told you that this would be a year of transition—of exploring how and when to come together in person in community 

again. We spent much of the first part of the year monitoring how vaccines impacted the safety of in-person gatherings. By late July, we held an in-

person, outdoor happy hour for the first time since March 2020. Some of you had only met virtually in the previous year and a half; some longtime 

SABA-DC members simply hadn’t seen each other in person during that time. It was a lively event, full of joy and a semblance of normalcy, which 

gave me hope that come October, we would be celebrating SABA-DC’s public interest initiatives once again, in person. And here we are—with so 

much to celebrate. 

Although the outlook now is less bleak than it was last October, we have settled into a new normal: many of us are still working from home; even with 

schools open, the wait for vaccine authorization for young children continues to complicate childcare for parents; masks and hand sanitizer remain 

a part of our daily lives; and when we get sick, we worry more than we used to. In short, the clouds are lifting, but there is still a lot of uncertainty 

and unease. 

Our community here in Washington, D.C. has also struggled through another difficult year, beginning with the violent assault on the Capitol on January 

6, and the Atlanta shootings in March. April brought a deadly second wave of COVID-19 to India, where many of us have family. And August brought 

news of U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, the return of the Taliban, and the arrival of Afghan Allies in the United States. The SABA-DC community 

came together in the face of these challenges. We continued our virtual forums to sit in community with APABA-DC and raised money to support 

organizations assisting those in India and arriving from Afghanistan. We also supported each other, by showing up to virtual chai chats, morning coffee 

hours, and virtual book clubs. For that, I thank you.

And though this year brought many challenges, it also showcased our community’s impressive representation in the highest levels of the 

U.S. Government. Most notably, we have our first woman, first multiracial, first African American, and first South Asian vice president: 

Vice President Kamala Harris. During the change in administration, SABA-DC endorsed many highly qualified candidates for judicial and political 

appointments throughout the federal and D.C. governments—a reminder of our accomplished and impressive community. It also led us to establish 

our Raising the Bar series to recognize the professional achievements of individuals in our community. We are also incredibly proud to have launched 

a Racial Justice Grant, established the Partners’ Circle, enhanced our Mentorship Program, and continued to reinvigorate our Government Section.

Amidst all of these new initiatives, with the help of my amazing fellow Board members, SABA-DC has continued to build and grow its hallmark 

programs, such as our Public Interest Fellowship Program—a program that is near and dear to my heart—and to develop high-quality programming 

that has built on momentum of years past. These amazing events would not be possible without so many members of our community who generously 

volunteered their time to engage with our membership on an amazing array of topics:

Although much uncertainty remains, it is undeniable that our SABA-DC community remains strong and is capable of weathering storm after storm. 

I am so inspired by this community; it has been an honor to lead this organization. I’d like to thank my fellow board members, who have been 

incredibly supportive and hardworking this year, and have made my President year an absolute delight. Thank you for remaining engaged and for 

joining us in person for tonight’s event. We are excited to celebrate together!

Warmly,

Priya L. Bhanu
President, SABA-DC

Mental Health & Wellness:

  Stay-at-OM Virtual Yoga Series

  Staying Grounded & Mindful While Navigating Pandemic Uncertainty

Racial Justice: 

  Intersection of South Asian and Black Lives: A Historical & Contemporary 
Perspective

  SABA-DC Book Club: Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won 
the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All (with author Martha Jones)

  Unpacking & Supporting Multiracial Identity for South Asian Children

Professional Development:

  Increasing Diversity on the Bench

  How to Get a Job in the Federal Government

  Life of a Public Defender

  Financial Management for Lawyers

  Pathways to the Senior Executive Service

Legal Trends & Developments: 

  South Asian Reflections on the Armed Forces: A Joint Service 
Perspective

  India Travel Ban: What You Need to Know

  The Shifting Legal Landscape of Juveniles Sentenced to Life Without Paroleh 
Asian Reflections on National Security: An Inter-Agency Perspective

  South Asian Reflections on National Security: An Inter-Agency Perspective

  Dissecting the Derek Chauvin Trial
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SABA-DC 2021 Public Interest Gala Keynote Speaker
Anurima Bhargava

Anurima Bhargava is the Founder and President of Anthem of Us, a strategic advisory and consulting firm that 
promotes dignity and justice, and centers equity and belonging, in workplaces, schools, and communities. 
Anthem of Us works in collective with multiple partners to advise foundations, media and arts organizations, 
civil and human rights organizations, schools and companies. 

Ms. Bhargava chaired and continues to serve on the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom. She 
was appointed to the Commission in December 2018 by Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and has traveled to Burma, 
the Rohingya camps in Bangladesh, Iraq, Sudan, and Vietnam to document and monitor religious conditions. 

Ms. Bhargava led federal civil rights enforcement and policy in schools and institutions of higher education at the U.S. Department of Justice 
during the Obama administration. She served on several administration-wide and White House task forces to address racial and sexual 
violence, diversity, equity, harassment, and discrimination.  

Before joining the Justice Department, she directed the education practice at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, where she litigated cases 
on diversity, equity and segregation in schools and institutions of higher education, including in the federal appellate courts and U.S. 
Supreme Court.   

From 2016-2018, she served as a fellow at the Institute of Politics and the Carr Center for Human Rights at Harvard, and as the inaugural 
Leadership in Government Fellow at Open Society Foundation, where her work focused on trauma experienced within communities after 
incidents of racial violence. 

Ms. Bhargava is deeply committed to advancing justice through narrative and storytelling.  She advises and produces documentary films and 
projects, and chairs the U.S. Board of Doc Society, a leading incubator and supporter of documentary film globally.  

Ms. Bhargava co-chairs the National Advisory Board on Public Service at Harvard and serves on the boards of the National Women’s Law 
Center Action Fund and Poverty Race Research Action Council. She serves as an advisor to Unbound Philanthropy, GSV Ventures and the 
Broadway Advocacy Coalition. She is a 2017 Presidential Leadership Scholar and has been a member of the Truman National Security Project 
and the Council on Foreign Relations. 

Lastly, Ms. Bhargava advises numerous political campaigns and was appointed to the 2020 DNC Platform Committee. She founded Take 
Back Tuesdays and Anthem of America to provide information and ways to take action around elections, and recently co-founded a multiracial 
PAC, American Anthem. 

Ms. Bhargava earned her law degree from Columbia Law School and graduated magna cum laude from Harvard College. She was born and 
raised on the south side of Chicago.
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Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center (APALRC): The mission of the Asian Pacific American 
Legal Resource Center (APALRC) is to protect the civil and legal rights of the low-income, limited English 
proficient (LEP) Asian Pacific Islander (API) community in metropolitan D.C. through the provision of 
linguistically accessible and culturally appropriate legal services. The APALRC accomplishes its mission 
through a three-prong approach of (1) community legal education, (2) direct representation, and (3) 
systemic advocacy. The SABA-DC Racial Justice Grant will support APALRC’s Stop Anti-Asian Hate 
initiative, which aims to (1) promote awareness of anti-Asian hate; (2) educate the API community on 
combating anti-Asian hate; and (3) provide legal assistance and support to API victims of anti-Asian hate. 

In the Streets: The mission of In the Streets is to build meaningful livelihoods and tear down generational 
violence in the streets of Columbia Heights, D.C. by supporting, training, mentoring, and hiring community 
members into the organization itself. By training community members as counselors and yoga instructors, 
those individuals can serve their own community through attention to mental and physical health, 
in order to address the ongoing trauma in the Black community of Columbia Heights. The SABA-DC 
Racial Justice Grant will support the hiring and training of new and existing staff to serve the Columbia 
Heights community. 

SABA-DC 2021 Racial Justice Grantees
SABA-DC is committed to advancing racial equity by finding areas where SABA-DC can best direct its resources and efforts to effect 
meaningful change in societal systems and structures that perpetuate racism and discrimination against minority populations. SABA-DC is 
proud to announce its inaugural Racial Justice Grant, which will invest in concerted efforts that advance racial equity. SABA-DC invited eligible 
organizations and individuals to apply for its Racial Justice Grant by submitting proposals for innovative and effective projects and initiatives 
that address racism in the metropolitan D.C. area. The purpose of this funding is to encourage, empower, and engage social justice and 
racial equity initiatives by funding projects that benefit the metropolitan D.C. area focusing on a range of issues including, but not limited to: 
education; community building; access to justice; and combating hate crimes, discrimination, and racial profiling. 

In its inaugural year, SABA-DC is proud to have received 14 applications from a wide range of excellent organizations advancing racial equity 
and social justice in the metropolitan D.C. area. SABA-DC ultimately selected two organizations to receive grants in the amount of $5,000 
each: Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center (APALRC) and In the Streets. 
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SABA-DC 2021 Public Interest Fellows 
Since its inception in 2006, SABA-DC has awarded more than $145,000 in funding to highly qualified and 
deserving law students serving public interest organizations in the metropolitan D.C. area. This year, SABA-DC 
awarded fellowships to five exceptional recipients. 

Anoushka Bose
Georgetown University School of Law

DC Immigration Legal Team at Ayuda 

Vibha Kannan
New York University (NYU) School of Law

National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild 

Meera Patel
American University Washington College of Law

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USCCR)

Asha Ramakumar
Harvard Law School

U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland

Roshni Sopariwalla
University of Michigan Law School

American Bar Association’s Center for Human Rights
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2021 SABA-DC Awardees
SABA-DC has the privilege of serving a bar of high-impact, high-achieving attorneys. SABA-DC is proud to 
honor four outstanding members of the Washington, D.C. community who have had a significant impact on the 
law, the legal profession, and the South Asian community. 

Rising Star 
Dina Mishra was raised in New York City; New Delhi, India; and the San Francisco Bay Area. She 
graduated from Harvard College, summa cum laude in Economics, and from Yale Law School, 
where she served as Executive Editor of The Yale Law Journal. Ms. Mishra served as a judicial law 
clerk for Justices Anthony M. Kennedy and John Paul Stevens of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in October Term 2011 and for Judge Michael Boudin of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
First Circuit from 2009 to 2010.

After her First Circuit clerkship, Ms. Mishra served as an attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Division, Appellate Staff from 2010 to 2011. After her Supreme Court clerkship, from 2012 to 
2015, Ms. Mishra was an associate and then senior associate in the Appellate & Supreme Court 

Litigation and Government & Regulatory Litigation practice groups at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP.

From 2015 and 2016, Ms. Mishra served as a Law Research Fellow at Georgetown University Law Center, where she wrote law-
review articles and continued to participate in appellate practice, including pursuant to a D.C. Circuit court appointment. Over 
the years, she has published six academic pieces in law reviews, which have been cited in federal and state court opinions and 
in Supreme Court briefs by the U.S. Solicitor General’s Office and the American Bar Association, among other entities.

Beginning in 2016, Ms. Mishra was employed at the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC), Office of the General 
Counsel, Appellate Group in Washington, D.C., where she was a Senior Counsel until she very recently departed to rejoin the 
Department of Justice. At the SEC, Ms. Mishra briefed and orally argued federal appeals, including in cases of substantial 
programmatic importance, and counseled agency divisions and offices on matters involving constitutional, administrative, and 
securities law. During 2021, Ms. Mishra served on detail to the SEC’s Office of Legislative & Intergovernmental Affairs, as Senior 
Counsel & Senior Advisor to that office’s Director. She communicated and coordinated with congressional offices and other 
agencies, including after high-profile events involving GameStop. She served as that office’s lead staffer on various important 
issues, including those involving environmental, social, and governance investing. Also in 2021, Ms. Mishra served on detail to 
the Office of the General Counsel at the Office of Management & Budget in the Executive Office of the President. Her work there 
including counseling agencies and contributing to regulatory review, including on the implementation of the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021.

Public Sector Trailblazer 
Maneka Sinha joined the University of Maryland Carey School of Law in 2019 to re-launch the 
Criminal Defense Clinic. She has extensive experience in criminal litigation and is recognized for 
her expertise in forensic science. Ms. Sinha’s research interests explore the intersection of forensic 
science evidence and outcomes in criminal cases.

Prior to joining the law school, Ms. Sinha spent 10 years at the renowned Public Defender Service 
for the District of Columbia where she served as senior advisor to the agency’s director on forensic 
science issues and represented indigent clients charged with the most serious crimes in the District of 
Columbia, including complex homicides and sexual assaults. She also served as head of the agency’s 
nationally recognized Forensic Practice Group, training and supervising lawyers involved in forensic 

science litigation locally and nationwide, while also personally litigating highly complex and novel forensic science issues.

In 2017, Ms. Sinha was a fellow with the International Legal Foundation, supporting its work to establish a public defender 
agency in Nepal. In 2015, she served as a Brian Roberts Fellow in the West Bank, training and supervising Palestinian 
public defenders.

Ms. Sinha holds a JD from New York University School of Law and a BS in mechanical engineering from the University of 
California, Berkeley.

5



2021 SABA-DC Awardees

Private Sector Trailblazer 
Anjali Chaturvedi is currently the Assistant General Counsel for Investigations for Northrop 
Grumman Corporation where she leads Northrop Grumman’s global investigations team. Prior to 
joining Northrop Grumman, Ms. Chaturvedi was the Assistant General Counsel at BP where she 
was the lead in-house lawyer for the criminal and SEC investigations related to the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon accident. She also led the legal regulatory team with oversight for matters involving anti-
bribery and corruption, trade controls, and antitrust. Prior to going in-house, Ms. Chaturvedi was a 
Government Investigations & White Collar partner at Nixon Peabody for several years. 

She started her career as an Assistant United States Attorney where she served for 12 years: 10 
years in the DC office and 2 years in the Northern District of California, where she held various line 

and supervisory roles. During her tenure at the Justice Department, Ms. Chaturvedi was detailed to sere as Counsel to Senator 
Dian Feinstein on the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Ms. Chaturvedi also was an adjunct professor at Georgetown University and Hastings College of Law, where she taught trial 
advocacy and criminal procedure. She is a graduate of the Georgetown University Law School and Cornell University where she 
completed her junior year abroad the London School of Economics.

Ms. Chaturvedi is a member of the President’s Council of Cornell Women, which enhances leadership opportunities for 
students, faculty, staff, and alumnae; the Edward Bennett Williams Inn of Court, which brings together judges and lawyers to 
discuss white collar crime issues; the Washington, DC Assistant United States Attorneys Association; and the South Asian Bar 
Association of Washington, D.C.

Ms. Chaturvedi is a volunteer at the Graham Road Elementary School in Falls Church, VA. She lives in Chevy Chase, MD with 
her husband, son, and puppy. She is a certified yoga teacher. In November 2019, Ms. Chaturvedi completed Georgetown 
University’s Institute for Transformational Leadership Program for Leadership Coaching. She volunteers on the Boards of Circle 
Yoga Cooperative, the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Washington, Fairfax County, and the D.C. Circuit Historical Society.

Community Leader 
A.J. Dhaliwal is Special Counsel in the Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group at Sheppard 
Mullin.  Mr. Dhaliwal has over a decade of experience helping banks, non-bank financial 
institutions, and other companies providing financial products and services in a wide range of 
matters including government enforcement actions, civil litigation, regulatory examinations, and 
internal investigations.

With a diversified regulatory, compliance, and enforcement background, Mr. Dhaliwal counsels 
financial institutions in matters involving the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) since 
it was first established, having served as counsel in numerous investigations, enforcement actions, 
and supervisory matters.  Beyond his CFPB work, Mr. Dhaliwal frequently represents institutions in 

matters initiated by many other federal agencies, including the Department of Justice (DOJ), Federal Trade Commission (FTC), 
and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), as well as state Attorneys General and other state regulators such as the 
New York Department of Financial Services (NYDFS) and Department of Financial Protection and Innovation (DFPI). 

Mr. Dhaliwal’s extensive enforcement and bank and consumer regulatory experience, in particular with consumer protection 
statutes, includes focus on the Truth in Lending Act (TILA), the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act (RESPA), the Equal 
Credit Opportunity Act (ECOA), the Fair Housing Act (FHAct), the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), the Fair Debt Collection 
Practices Act (FDCPA), the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA), Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA), and various 
unfair, deceptive, or abusive acts and practices (UDAAP) laws under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act (Dodd-Frank Act), Section 5 of the FTC Act, and various state laws.

Mr. Dhaliwal is active in the District of Columbia Bar, where he serves on the Board of Governors. He is a past president of the 
South Asian Bar Association of Washington, D.C. and has been recognized as a Rising Star by the South Asian Bar Association 
of North America.
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Thank you to our 2021 Sponsors! Through their generosity 
we have raised $76,500 in funds to support SABA-DC’s public 
interest programs. 

Champion

Patron
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Benefactor

Ally

Friend
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SABA-DC 2021 Board

Priya L. Bhanu
President

Nandu Machiraju
President-Elect

Debodhonyaa Sengupta 
Vice President of Membership 

Avni Amin
Vice President of Programming

Jyoti Kuvelker 
Vice President of Communications 

Suparna Reddy
Treasurer

Avani Uppalapati
Secretary

Zain Jinnah
Ravi Kambhampaty

Snehal Massey

Devika Persaud
Archith Ramkumar

Neaha Raol
Directors

Amisha R. Patel
Immediate Past President

Amandeep Singh Sidhu
Nina R. Tandon

Pooja Tolani
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